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We are just a year short of when scientists believe we’ll cross
the global warming threshold. However, it’s been decades
since we’ve first been warned of what could happen if we
weren’t careful about how we treated the Earth.

Are We Too Late?
Ky-Mani McCullock

It was as early as 1966 that the effects of what we now call
climate change was brought to light, with then Chairperson
of the United States Atomic Energy Commission, and Nobel       

Prize winner Glenn T. Seaborg saying, "At the rate we are
currently adding carbon dioxide to our atmosphere (six
billion tons a year), within the next few decades the heat 
balance of the atmosphere could be altered enough to 
 produce marked changes in the climate--changes which 

we might have no means of controlling even if by that time 
 we have made great advances in our programs of weather 

modification.”

globally is to reach net zero carbon emissions, or 1.5C warming of the planet by mid
century—which is 24 years from now. If we don’t get as close to this goal as possible, we
run the risk of many issues we won’t be able to undo. 

Today, our biggest environmental goal both domestically and 

However, I fear that we may be too late and it
will be extremely difficult to reach net zero by
2050. We’ve already seen a slowing of deep sea
circulation, and some glacial loss amongst other
effects of climate change, and it makes me
question if we truly understand the severity of
climate change and global warming.

I’ve looked at two different polls taken in 2000
and 2022 to see if more people have begun to
take climate change more seriously as we get
closer and closer to approaching 2050.

OPINION

https://allouryesterdays.info/2025/06/09/june-10-1966-seaborgs-commencement-address/


OPINION 2

The first poll was taken in 2000 and asked 509 registered voters “How important of a
problem do you think climate change and global warming is or could be in the future?
Very important, somewhat important, not very important, or not at all important?”

In response to this
question, 54% answered
very important, followed
by 22% answering that it
is or could in the future be
somewhat important.
The president at this time
took a number of actions
towards climate change
during his time in office.
Judging by this response 
to the poll, and the numerous environmental actions taken by our government officials,
it feels like we should be further ahead in our strive towards net zero emissions. 

The second poll was taken 22 years later
and asked 1289 Americans, “How personally
concerned are you that [climate change]
poses a direct threat to the United States?”
Following this question, 29% answered
extremely concerned, 21% very concerned,
25% moderately concerned, 13% not very
concerned, and 11% not concerned at all.

This is a shift from the last two polls which both saw over 50% of those polled agree
that climate change was an extreme issue. This shows that while the effects of climate
change are steadily increasing, some Americans are beginning to believe that the
issue is not severe. 

This could be the fault of past administrations, who, more than once, announced their
skepticism to climate change. In 2017, it was announced that the U.S. would withdraw
from the Paris Climate Agreement, with the decision taking effect in 2020,  making the
U.S. the first country to formally do so. 

https://clintonwhitehouse4.archives.gov/CEQ/earthday/ch13.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-54797743


 I still find myself asking if it is too late to undo the damage of the last 50 years . As
much as Americans seem to understand that climate change is a real problem, it is
proven here that believing in the issue isn’t enough. Maybe there is still time to reach
net zero by 2050, but we won’t be able to meet our goals without the action of our
leaders and representatives.

OPINION 3

This goes directly against what Americans were thinking in 2010, where a poll showed
that 62% of adults believed “Global warming and climate change are already a big
problem and we should be leading the world in solutions”.
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