VOLUME 4; ISSUE 1

JUNE 2020

Sustainable
Southeast Queens

Balancing social, economic and environmental justice
to promote the current and future health of our communities.

In This Issue

Airports, Air
Pollution and the
Coronavirus
NYS COVID-19
Resources

AIRPORTS, AIR POLLUTION
AND THE CORONAVIRUS

by Barbara E. Brown

It’s late May 2020 in the middle of the COVID-19 Pandemic.

Remnants of Jim
Crow Found in
Modern Housing
Policy.

Have you noticed that there is much less noise from
airplanes? Air travel right now is down 95%. Have you
noticed that the air seems fresher and vegetation seems
greener? Again, air travel is down 95%. We submit that there
is a direct correlation between quieter skies, many fewer
airplanes overhead and cleaner air for those living around
JFK International Airport.

Eastern Queens Alliance
Inc

As many of you know, Eastern Queens Alliance circulated a
petition entitled, Live near an airport? What’s in the air you’re

phone/f ax: 347-824-2301

breathing? You have a right to know!, calling for a study of the

email: idlewildesc@easternqueensalliance.org

air around JFK International Airport. We cited studies that

email: EQA@easternqueensalliance.org

show that if you live within five to ten miles of an airport,

address: PO Box 300818, Jamaica, NY 11430
website:www.easternqueensalliance.org

Cont'd on page 7
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NYS COVID-19 Resources
taken from the Office of Mental Health
https://omh.ny.gov/omhweb/covid-19-resources.html

The COVID-19 pandemic has left many New Yorkers feeling anxious and stressed.
Learn more about:
Managing anxiety in difficult times
Coronavirus-related guidance for healthcare providers
How you can help
PUBLIC RESOURCES
OMH Emotional Support Helpline: 1-844-863-9314
*The Emotional Support Helpline provides free and confidential support, helping callers experiencing increased anxiety
due to the coronavirus emergency. The Helpline is staffed by volunteers, including mental health professionals, who have
received training in crisis counseling.
Tips for Mental Wellness (Español | বাংলা |

中⽂ | Р УС С К И Й | Kreyòl Ayisyen | 한국어를)

How to manage COVID related stress and anxiety
Mental Health Resources During an Emergency
People often experience anxiety, fear, and helplessness during an emergency. Know the signs and get help.
Community Outreach Materials
Help us support New York. Download our collection of Public Service Announcements and printable resources.
GRIEF SUPPORT
Coping with Grief
Reminders for people processing COVID-19 grief.
Supporting Others Through Grief
Coping with grief during the coronavirus emergency.

Cont'd on Page 5

Terrapin Corner
Did you know?

The diamondback terrapin is the only turtle species in North America
that lives in brackish water (mix of fresh and salt water). They come
ashore only to nest.

Where to watch?

They can be found in brackish waters of coastal salt marshes, tidal
creeks, estuaries, bays, and coves. They sometimes bask in the sun
along creek banks at low tide or float motionless some distance from
shore with just their head above the surface. Females can be found on
beaches and in sand dunes when nesting.

When to watch?

From late May until early July check the beaches for nesting females
that retreat from the water to lay their eggs.
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Remnants of Jim Crow Found
in Modern Housing Policy.
by Shakeera James-Welch

Law research reveals how today's crime-free housing
ordinances uphold the legacy of segregation.

Taken from NYU Law and Order News-story; Posted Jan 23, 2020 Jade McClain, modified:Jan 23, 2020; https://www.nyu.edu/about/newspublications/news/2020/january/modern-housing-segregation-in-america.html

The words “Jim Crow” often conjure images of 1960s-era
water fountains below “Whites Only” signs or chaotic
scenes at a Woolworth's lunch counter. Though those
painful scenes may be behind us, a new article
by Deborah Archer, associate professor of clinical law at
NYU Law, shows how racial discrimination is alive and
well in many American neighborhoods half a century
later—albeit in less visible, more insidious forms.
In The New Housing Segregation: The Jim Crow Effects of
Crime-Free Housing Ordinances, published in the Michigan
Law Review, Archer points to local laws that encourage or
require landlords to evict or exclude tenants who have
had contact with the criminal legal system as a “critical
mechanism for effectuating the new housing
segregation."
”While the Fair Housing Act—a section of the landmark
1968 Civil Rights legislation signed by President Lyndon
B. Johnson—prohibits inequitable treatment on the basis
of race and other factors, recent evidence suggests that
many in the real estate industry continue to skirt the law.

A fall 2019 investigation by Newsday, for example,
revealed that real estate agents in Long Island were
steering white clients toward predominantly white
neighborhoods and people of color toward
neighborhoods with higher minority populations and
lower incomes.
Those engaged in this kind of racial steering—along with
other illegal practices such as predatory lending—risk
consequences, but Archer’s article shows how crime-free
housing ordinances enable another, equally harmful
form of discrimination that’s perfectly legal. Unlike
broader, race-based mechanisms of segregation, crimefree housing ordinances are either overlooked or
defended as justified on the grounds that they affect only
those who have previously committed criminal offenses.
NYU News asked Archer to elaborate on the hidden ways
in which these ordinances, ostensibly designed to keep
communities safe, create barriers for upward mobility
and racial integration.

There’s a long history of using the narrative of black criminality as a justification for segregation
"The myth of the black criminal was used to justify many Jim Crow laws. Now that Jim Crow has ended, that rhetoric
continues to drive mass incarceration and its deleterious impact on black people and black communities. Crime-free
ordinances fit squarely into this history.
"They have the purported goal of stemming crime in rental housing, but the truth is that they are more effective at
excluding racial minorities and promoting racial segregation.
"By allowing—and in some cases requiring—landlords to make housing decisions on the basis of tenants’ contacts with
the criminal legal system, these policies treat applicants and tenants as suspects, blurring the line between housing
determinations and policing. The embrace of exile and exclusion was also evident in Jim Crow policies around the
country, where white people created white-only spaces—such as schools, neighborhoods, parks, and restaurants—by
creating and perpetuating narratives of black criminality that justified the exclusion of black people."
The problem is exacerbated by the phenomenon of white people calling the police on their black
neighbors.
"White community members who are suspicious or resentful of people of color enforce their racism by “weaponizing”
the police, causing a spike in police officers responding to complaints about black people living their lives in white
spaces. These increased police contacts cause a range of risks for black people. When crime-free ordinances are in
place, one of those risks is that these police contacts can be used to exclude black tenants from white communities
and preserve white residential spaces. In this way, these ordinances have the potential to facilitate legally permissible
racial segregation—racially restrictive covenants in disguise."
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These laws ensnare people who do not pose a threat to the health or safety of other residents, often
excluding those desperately in need of housing.
"In their most problematic form, these ordinances make alleged criminal activity a violation of the rental agreement,
allow police officers to influence whether a potential tenant’s criminal history disqualifies him from rental housing in
the community (or whether a tenant must be evicted because of alleged “criminal activity”), and allow revocation of a
private landlord’s authorization to rent her property for failing to act on those police determinations. Significantly, in
many jurisdictions a resident does not have to be convicted in order to be evicted. This creates the threat that a mere
arrest—or even a stop that results in neither arrest nor conviction—might be sufficient to evict someone from their
home or deny someone’s rental application."
Americans have not focused on the modern—and legal—drivers of racial segregation as much as we
should.
"I think that this is in part because housing discrimination is often perceived as a relic of history, and of course that is
not true. People also frequently believe that lingering segregation is driven by regrettable, but understandable private
choices beyond the reach of the law—rational decisions motivated by the desire to live in safe communities with high
quality schools, good amenities, and high property values. They do not see the ways that laws and public policy drive
residential segregation."
For many Americans the link between housing policy and the criminal legal system seems natural.
"The federal government began excluding people with criminal legal system involvement from federally subsidized
housing in 1975. The United States Supreme Court sanctioned this regime of exclusion, and with promulgation of
crime-free housing ordinances, these policies have now spread from public housing to the private rental housing
market.
The truth is that many people really do believe that people who have contact with the criminal legal system are morally
deficient, dangerous, and unworthy of second chances. This is true even when people have not been convicted of a
crime, and it is especially true when those people are black. Far too many people have bought into these narratives,
making it easier for policymakers to justify the sweeping exclusions these ordinances represent."
Crime-free housing ordinances can and should be altered to lessen their discriminatory impact.
"To truly minimize the potential for perpetuating segregation and discrimination, crime-free housing ordinances
should not rely on stops or arrests as a measure of the danger a tenant poses to his or her neighbors. Further, if
convictions must be used, crime-free ordinances should not encourage landlords to exclude people with a conviction
regardless of how old the conviction is, the nature of the underlying conduct, or the individual’s post-conviction
record. The law should not paint all people with criminal convictions with the same brush."

Deborah
Archer
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PROVIDER RESOURCES

Guidance on COVID-19
Interim guidance for behavioral health providers licensed
by OMH, including Telemental Health Guidance
VOLUNTEER

Get Involved
Are you a qualified health, mental health or related
professional? Consider volunteering to support the State’s
COVID response.
*DISCLAIMER: The Office of Mental Health’s (“OMH”) Emotional Support
Line (“Line”) is not licensed or unlicensed mental health care or treatment
of any type regardless of what is discussed or who provides support. It is
for emotional support purposes only. Use of the Line does not create any
confidential provider-therapist relationship of any type. The Line not a
substitute for professional health care.If you believe you are experiencing
a medical or behavioral health emergency, call your doctor or 911
immediately.By using this Line, you acknowledge and agree that the State,
OMH, any State or OMH employee(s), and/or any community volunteers
involved with the Line in any manner (collectively, the “Indemnified
Parties”), have no liability of any type related to your use of the Line,
including but not limited to any decision you make, or a third party makes,
as a result of your use of the Line, or because you were not able to access
the Line for any reason. By using the Line, you agree to fully indemnify the
Indemnified Parties and hold them harmless for any and all damages or
causes of action that may arise out of your use of the Line. Without limiting
the foregoing, in no event shall any of the Indemnified Parties be liable for
any special, incidental, consequential, or indirect damages of any type
arising from your use of the Line, or for any other reason.The Line is
provided on an “as is” and “as available” basis. None of the Indemnified
Parties shall be liable for any inability by you to access the Line, including
but not limited to interruptions in the Line due to technical reasons or
delays to due to a high volume of calls.

Eastern Queens Alliance, Inc.

Board of Directors
Chairperson
Barbara E. Brown
Vice Chairperson
Gloria Boyce-Charles
Treasurer
Patrick Evans
Recording Secretary
Louis Kilkenny
Corresponding Secretary
Michael Scotland
Financial Secretary
Lonnie Glover

During the COVID-19 public health crisis, New York City is taking steps to make sure
every New Yorker has access to the food they need.

GetFoodNYC: Free Food Locations
Map of free food resources across the city, including food pantries and Grab & Go
meals at NYC Schools, available for all children or adults in need

AccessNYC
Find out if you may be eligible for food benefits including SNAP and WIC, and learn
how to apply

Cooking at Home
Our supply chain is strong, but it is changing to adapt, and during this time, we may
need to think more creatively in the kitchen. The City of New York is sharing tips and
ideas from New York chefs to help get you started
Jake Cohen; Mike Anthony; Sophia Roe; Deb Perelman
NYC Food Delivery Assistance
If you cannot go out to get food, no one can bring you food, and you are not able to
use private delivery options, New York City will deliver emergency meals to you in
the coming days. Check your eligibility and sign up
Read more about the program in multiple languages
Report a problem with a delivery
You may have received a letter about multiple attempts to deliver to your home.
Read this letter, with next steps on how to opt back in, in multiple languages
Other Services and InformationReport a problem with a deliveryAbout our
vendorsLearn how the City of New York is supporting food pantries, including how
to start a new pantryGrocery Delivery Options: Options for New Yorkers to
purchase fresh produceHelpNowNYC: For ways to donate food, cash, or supplies to
those in needFood Supply Match: If you are a food producer or distributor with
product to sell, or someone who needs to buy product at the wholesale or retail
level

Civic Association Membership
Addisleigh Park Civic Associationm, Inc.
Michael Scotland, President
Federated Blocks of Laurelton
Robert Glover, President
Rosedale Civic Association, Inc.
Emmalyn Taylor, President
Spring-Gar Civic Association, Inc.
Lonnie Glover, President
Springfield Gardens Taxpayers Association. Inc.
Jacqueline Kellum-Foster, President
Springfield/Rosedale Community ActionAssociation, Inc.
Barbara E. Brown, President

Associate Members
Concerned
Citizens of Laurelton
Kim Francis, President
A Better Jamaica, Inc.
Gregory Mays, President
Professional Membership
Richard Belgrave,
Environmental Science
Gloria Boyce-Charles, Business/Education
Dawn Semple, Phd.
Environmental Science

St. Albans Civic Improvement Association, Inc.
Oster Bryan, President
Wayanda Civic Association, Inc.
Cynthia Curtain, President
United Neighbors Civic Association of Jamaica,Inc. Joyce
Denny, President
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Cont'd from Page 1
you may face increased exposure to environmental carcinogens such as benzene, along with carbon monoxide, lead and
ozone generated by the exhaust from aircraft and diesel engines. We cited the fact that studies suggest that ultra fine
particulate matter as well as other pollutants from jet fuel emissions are in higher concentrations around airports and
under flight paths; that these pollutants are linked to cancer, chronic diseases such as asthma, heart disease, diabetes,
COPD, high blood pressure, and premature death.
Now, during this period of the Pandemic, we learn that there is a significantly higher death rate in Southeast Queens from
COVID-19 and the preconditions cited above are major contributors to the higher death rate.
So our questions: To what degree has the poor air quality in our community been a real contributing
factor to the higher incidence of the virus in our communities and the higher death rates? To what
degree has proximity to JFK Airport and the ever-increasing aviation industry contributed to the
statistics?
In April 2020, in a paper entitled Association between short-term exposure to air pollution and COVID-19 infection:
Evidence from China by Yongjian Zhu, Jingui Xie, Fengming Huang, Liqing Cao in their highlights they concluded, “Our
study suggests that there is a statistically significant relationship between air pollution and COVID-19
infection. Short term exposure to higher concentrations of PM2.5, PM10, CO, NO2 nd O3 is associated with an
increased risk of COVID-19 infection.” (p.6)
In speaking about implications for the control and prevention of COVID-19, they state, “First, governments and the public
should pay more attention to regions with high concentrations of PM2.5, PM10, CO, NO2 and O3, since these regions
may suffer more serious COVID-19 epidemic. In other words, reducing air pollutants … could be a useful way to control
COVID-19 infection.” (p.5)
NB: These are the very pollutants we have been citing as possible causes of air pollution in our Southeast Queens
communities.
Similar findings are cited in another recent paper, entitled Exposure to air pollution and COVID-19 mortality in the United
States: A nationwide cross-sectional study by Xiao Wu, Rachel C Nethery,M Benjamin Sabath, Danielle Braun, Francesca
Dominici, et al. Relying on data from more than 3000 counties in the US, they also state, “The results suggest that longterm exposure to PM2.5 is associated with higher COVID-19 mortality rates, after adjustment for a wide range of
sociaoeconomic, demograhpic, weather, behavioral, epidemic stage and healthcare-related confounders.” (p. 4). This
paper is touted as the first nationwide study of the relationship between historical exposure to air pollution exposure
and the COVID-19 death rate.
As with the first study cited above, they conclude, “A small increase in long-term exposure to PM2.5 leads to a large
increase in the COVID-19 death rate. … our results underscore the importance of continuing to enforce existing air
pollution regulations to protect human health both during and after the COVID-19 crisis.” (p. 1-2)
On May 7, 2020, National Geographic published a paper entitled Pollution Made COVID-19 Worse. Now, Lockdowns Are
Clearing the Air by Beth Gardiner. Here, Francesca Dominici, a Harvard biostatistics professor and senior author of the
above-referenced study is quoted as saying, “If you’re getting COVID, and you have been breathing polluted air,
it’s really putting gosoline on a fire.” (p. 1) (By the way, Dr. Dominici is an Eastern Queens Alliance Snowy Egret Award
recipient ) Ms. Gardiner explains, “That’s because the fine particles penetrate deep into the body, promoting
hypertension, heart disease, breathing trouble and diabetes, all of which increase complications in corona virus patients.
The particles also weaken the immune system and fuel inflammation in the lungs and respiratory tract, adding to the risk
both of getting COVID-19 and of having severe symptons.” (p. 1)
Cont'd on P. 7
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Before the current pandemic, the demand for flying was ever-increasing worldwide. The Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey (PANYNJ), like other airport sponsors, had been making major efforts to meet that demand, the people on the
ground be damned. As you know, the PANYNJ has leveraged over $13 billion to position JFK airport as the premier airport
in the world without acknowledgement of health impacts to the stakeholders on the ground. Just how has JFK airport
been affecting the air that residents of communities breathe within five to ten miles from the airport? What are the
potential health impacts? In light of the findings of the above-refernced papers, how will the PANYNJ modify its plan? How
will the Governor change his vision for airport communities.
As stated in our petition, The JFK Airport Committee of the New York Community Aviation Roundtable has adopted a
proposal calling for comprehensive, independent air quality studies and mitigations to address these concerns. The
Eastern Queens Alliance has supported this proposal. In the paper posted by National Geographic, it states, “But while
pollution inhaled in the past is causing harm today, the temporary experience of cleaner air brought about by
widespread shutdowns may offer lessons for the kind of world we want to build after the pandemic.” (p. 1).
Governor Cuomo has been saying that in a postCOVID-19 era, we want to build back better. The Eastern Queens
Alliance maintains, that in restoring the aviation industry, it should be restored so it’s better for all stakeholders,
particularly those who live within a five to ten mile radius from the airport.
In the above-cited paper published by National Geographic, Susan Annenberg, associate professor of environmental
health at the George Washington University is cited as stating, “It’s…time to be considering whether the status quo
that we had in place prior to this disaster is the one we want going forward. We don’t need to tolerate this level of
air pollution.” (p. 3) The Eastern Queens Alliance resoundingly agrees with this position. We in Southeast Queens don’t
need and cannot tolerate a return to the levels of air pollution found in Southeast Queens! We cannot tolerate a return to
the aviation-related air pollution we’ve been sucking into our lungs all these years! Something has to change! We don’t
want to go back to business-as-usual with an ever-expanding aviation industry that ignores the health of those who live
around airports. Sign the petition to say that you want an in-depth, comprehensive air quality study in the communities in
close proximity to JFK International Airport, and you want the aviation industry built back better for all stakeholders!

Letters to the editor...

On Tearing Down the Confederate Statue

by Gloria Boyce-Charles
The rationale is that “they were an imperfect people,” “a product of their times.” The
“heroes” represented by these statues are long since dead, gone, and appropriately
dealt with by God, each one of them having a multitude of absolute sins against
God and humanity, some more heinous than others. Also imperfect were the
people who erected the statues in the first place. They had hate-filled agendas,
biases and points to make. Bottom line is, we need to stop fretting over confederate
statues, to spend less time tiptoeing around fragile, insecure, nationalistic egos and
paying homage to misinformed, sanitized, romanticized memories of the past.
Remove the offending icons and put them in museums where such relics belong.
Right now, the world is on fire and we have more essential business to tend. We
need to be about the business of educating our nation about the true history of
America. We need to know the truth about what these people did, their intention,
their impact! We need to connect the historic dots across Africa, Europe, the
Caribbean and the rest of the Americas to better understand the sad, sick place the
world is in today and just how in God’s name we got here. Knowing that will do
more than anything else to help us heal our hurts and unwind some our most
devastating historical transactions. Today’s anger is a manifestation of the halftruths and lies that we have been told about our history. Now only the truth will set
us free.
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Where We Stand
“INJUSTICE ANYWHERE IS A THREAT TO JUSTICE EVERYWHERE.
WE ARE CAUGHT IN AN INESCAPABLE NETWORK OF MUTUALITY, TIED IN
A SINGLE GARMENT OF DESTINY. WHATEVER AFFECTS ONE DIRECTLY,
AFFECTS ALL INDIRECTLY.”- -MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

The COVID-19 pandemic has revealed some stark inequities in
our black and brown communities and their profoundly tragic
consequences, with African Americans being twice as likely to
suffer the most devastating outcomes of the virus. COVID-19
feeds off of chronic illnesses that are prevalent in our
communities, including diabetes, high blood pressure, asthma
and obesity. Note: These are the very communities labeled as
“Environmental Justice” communities, because of the
disproportionate burdens they suffer. And now they suffer
disproportionately from the virus.
Our communities are often the most overcrowded, our air the
most polluted, our jobs among the lowest paid, and as it turns
out, among the most essential. There are no work-from-home
privileges for many of us, and we commute on crowded, and
until recently, unsanitized trains and buses. But as the highly
contagious virus rips across all communities it has become
painfully clear…our interests are all connected. Black and
brown lives do matter. We are the ER doctors and the ICU
nurses. We are the orderlies and the morgue attendants, and
many of the most vulnerable in our communities provide the
front line essential services that have kept our country from
dissolving into chaos. We pack the groceries on the shelves and
process the online shopping lists. We deliver the mail and
package the meat. In fact, Black people have been the
“essential workers” in America since the colonial period in the
early 1600’s. So as we re-imagine our new normal in this age of
COVID-19, we are obligated to shine a light and mitigate the
inequities in housing, education, healthcare, policing and the
environment that ultimately threaten us all. We must act
now ; because once we find our way out of this virus, we must
be smart enough to expect that the next one is not far away.
“There can be no peace as long as there is grinding poverty, social
injustice, inequality, oppression, environmental degradation, and
as long as the weak and small continue to be trodden by the
mighty and powerful.”- -Tenzin Gyatso, The 14 th Dalai Lama

The diversity of those marching in the streets across this nation in
protest is a sign that large numbers of people from all walks of life
are realizing that the injustices perpetrated against black and
brown people must stop and must stop now, not “some day.” It is
a living testimony that the toughest lessons learned in the
pandemic and the calls for justice in the streets across this
country are here to stay. The spontaneous, vast and diverse
groups of protesters send a powerful message: Injustice against
any one of us is an injustice against us all.
“The answer to injustice is not to silence the critic
but to end the injustice.”
--Paul Robeson
The Eastern Queens Alliance joins with all the brave warriors who
have been emboldened to speak up and speak out. We applaud
the passion and courage of all who cope with a deadly pandemic,
but who stare down the face of police brutality embedded in the
law enforcement systems across this country fueled by varying
degrees of explicit and implicit bias and racism. We understand,
as Desmond Tutu stated years ago during Apartheid, “If you are
neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen the side of the
oppressor.” We advocate for the continued highlighting and
underscoring of the issues, successful outcomes and resolutions
in this very focused mission--equal justice for all peoples
regardless of race, color, creed. As importantly, we pledge to
actively work with all of our elected officials and governmental
entities to to bring about the police reform necessary for all our
communities and across this nation.
“And I, for one, will join in with anyone--I don’t care what color you
are--as long as you want to change this miserable condition that
exists on this earth.” --Malcolm X
We are all in this together. Let us continue to speak truth that is
informed by an understanding that the health and well-being of
each and every one of us is truly the concern of us all. And let us
take a vow that we, as a people, will always rise up in loud and
righteous indignation when justice fails, no matter the economic
cost. Where there is no justice, we must not be silent. No justice,
no peace.

As if a deadly virus were not enough, the murder of George
Floyd compels us to further face our nation’s deepest
inequities and contradictions and to test the most basic
principles of our democracy. George Floyd became one more
of a long list of those murdered by the very people who are
supposed to protect us. Our collective anger is a reflection
of our sadness and frustration, of our despair that a
brand of lynching is still with us, but it is also a hopeful
sign.
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