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Balancing social, economic and
environmental justice to promote
the current and future health
of our communities.
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Exchanging Gravel for Grass/
Stacked Cars for Trees
If you drive along Rockaway Boulevard in Southeast Queens, you will quickly see
that the city has been steadily eliminating valuable open space and the
accompanying vegetation for uses that are not environmentally friendly.

NYPD	
  Impound	
  Lot-‐Rockaway	
  Boulevard	
  
Car	
  Stacks	
  Replaced	
  Trees	
  
Ø
Ø

In	
  this	
  issue:	
  
JFK Airport
	
   Roundtable Formation--Update
Beyond the Auditory Effects of Noise
Pollution.

Ø

How Your Money Grows from Trees

Ø

Exchanging Gravel for Grass, continued

Ø

How Airports Impact Your Health

Ø

The Environmental and Economic Benefits
of the Eastern Cotton Wood Tree.

Ø

Pocket Guides to lessen your exposure to

For example, the NYPD Impound Lot between Farmers Boulevard and Guy R
Brewer Boulevard replaced hundreds of trees and 2.5 acres of wetlands. The land
was paved over and stacks of cars now “grow” where trees once stood. Some of
these cars are wrecks and are almost surely leaking toxic fluids into the ground.
While the Economic Development Corporation (EDC) promised to preserve “as
many trees as possible”, it turns out that they found that it was not possible to
leave any trees. The entire lot was cleared. A few puny trees now dot the
landscape around the NYPD Impound Lot instead of the tree barrier that we were
given the impression would be installed.
As a token for mitigation, EDC was supposed to build the Idlewild Waterfront
Park at Brookville Boulevard and Rockaway which would include a boat launch
giving Southeast Queens its only waterfront access to the ecologically valuable
Jamaica Bay. While the impound lot was built with all due haste, the Idlewild
Waterfront Park languishes on the drawing board with the PANYNJ balking at a
boat launch, claiming security issues. This despite the fact that nobody blinked
when a six-story hotel was built just across the street from where the water front
park would be located. Airplanes coming in for landing fly directly over this
hotel, but the FAA and PANYNJ evidently don’t think its height is a problem.
Where’s the justice? Where’s the environmental justice?

pesticides in your fruits and vegetables.

Continued	
  on	
  page	
  5.	
  

About	
  the	
  Eastern	
  Queens	
  Alliance,	
  Inc.	
  
The Eastern Queens Alliance (EQA) is a coalition of civic associations that joined forces in 1989 to address problems, issues and
concerns that defied boundaries and plagued all or most of our communities. We know that it is working together that we have the
strength to confront the issues, negotiate viable solutions, and whenever necessary, agitate to bring pressure to bear to achieve our
goals. We are a proactive organization, striving to be ever vigilant to prevent problems before they become entrenched. In doing so, we
collectively enlist the aid of elected officials, as well as all of the government and private agencies who are charged with the
responsibility and/or have the resources to assist us.
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Eastern Queens Alliance, Inc.

Board of Directors
Chairperson
Barbara E. Brown
Vice Chairperson
Patrick Evans
Treasurer
Lonnie Glover
Recording Secretary
Anette Jennings Bradley
Corresponding Secretary
Gloria Boyce-Charles
Financial Secretary
Louis Kilkenny
Civic Association Membership
Addisleigh Park Civic Organiztion,
Inc.

Our Vision: A Healthy Southeast Queens
Health & Wellness
Prosperity/Economic Development
Housing & Land Use
Peace & Safety
Senior Advocacy
Going Green/Healthy
Environment
Community Spirit/Engagement
Youth Engagement 	
  

Envisioning	
  a	
  Sustainable	
  Southeastern	
  
The EQA envisions resilient communities armed with proactive members and assertive
voices that advocate against everything that threatens to compromise the livelihood of
Southeast Queens.	
  

Andrea Scarborough, President

Federated Blocks of Laurelton
Dwight Johnson, President

Rosedale Civic Association, Inc.
William Perkins, President

Spring-Gar Civic Association, Inc.
Lonnie Glover, President

Springfield Gardens Taxpayers
Association Inc.
Patrick Evans, President

Springfield/Rosedale Community
Action Association, Inc.
Barbara E. Brown, President

St. Albans Community Civic
Association, Inc.
Bernard Harrigan, President

Wayanda Civic Association, Inc.
Cynthia Curtain, President

Associate Members
Concerned Citizens of Laurelton
Kim Francis, President

A Better Jamaica, Inc.
Gregory Mays, President

229th Block Association
Bonnie Huie, President

Professional Membership
Richard Belgrave,
Environmental Science
Gloria Boyce-Charles,
Business/Education
Annette Bradley
Business/Education

JFK	
  Airport	
  Roundtable	
  Formation-‐-‐Update	
  
If you recall, Governor Andrew M. Cuomo directed the Port Authority “to take a multifaceted,
comprehensive series of actions in coordination with local communities to address noise issues
at its New York City airports.”
A part of this approach is for the Port Authority to create aviation community roundtables with
FAA officials and community representatives for JFK and LaGuardia Airports. The first of the
roundtable meetings was held at the end of April, meeting the Governor’s deadline. At the
JFK Roundtable meeting, the PANYNJ reported on its plan to implement a Federal Part 150
Noise Compatibility Study, the doubling of the number of noise monitors collecting data over
	
   flight paths for JFK and LaGuardia Airports, the creation of a new noise office, and the
launching of Webtrak, a website currently in use at other US airports through which residents
of communities near JFK and LaGuardia airports can track planes and flight patterns used at
those two airports. The system provides graphics identifying aircraft, decibel noise levels,
altitudes, airspace location and origin and destination airports. Residents can file noise
complaints through Webtrak. It’s accessible at http://webtrak.bksv.com/panynj. The public can
file noise complaints at http://www.planenoise.com/panynj/daPRAbr9/qs114wbt.php or by
telephone at 1 800-225-1071. We urge all residents to register their complaints.
The PANYNJ also responded to questions from those attending. There were questions about
the validity of the modeling systems used to determine air quality impacts and to develop the
noise contours around airports. These models are determined by FAA. EQA called for
workshops for roundtable members to help them understand these models, why they are used
and possible more alternatives. EQA also noted that all of the flights coming in and out of JFK
are not captured on Webtrak. The PANYNJ admitted that the system is not yet capturing all of
the flights in the areas closest to the airport which would be over the communities immediately
surrounding the airport. They stated they are working on it.

Clyde Vanel
Aviation/Law

Tel/Fax:	
  347	
  824-‐2301
www.easternqueensaliance.org	
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What	
  did	
  you	
  say?	
  	
  
Beyond	
  the	
  Auditory	
  Effects	
  of	
  Noise	
  Pollution	
  
By Tamara J. Mitchell

Simply defined, noise is “unwanted
sound” and is perceived as an
environmental stressor and nuisance.
Exposure to continuous noise of 85-90
dBA, particularly over a lifetime, can
lead to a progressive loss of hearing,
with an increase in the threshold of
hearing sensitivity. It is intuitive that
too much noise can eventually lead to
impairment, but many people may not
be conscious of the non-auditory
effects on our health. Comprehensive
studies show that exposure to aircrafts
noise at levels above 50db may worsen
general health status associated with
annoyance, sleep disturbance, hearing
loss,
psychological
stress,
cardiovascular diseases and impaired
reading in children.
To understand this problem, we must

first understand the mechanism by
which noise affects us. It is generally
believed that noise disturbs activities,
sleep and communication, causing
annoyance. In some cases this leads to
stress responses, followed by symptoms
and possibly illness. The responses are
dependent on the characteristics of the
sound, including intensity, frequency,
complexity of sound, duration and the
meaning of the noise. High frequency
noise has been found to be more
annoying than low frequency noise.
Vibrations are also perceived as
complementary to noise and both trigger
inherent responses due to fear of danger.
One of the most significant sources of
noise in our community comes from
arriving and departing aircrafts from
JFK International Airport.
Many

individuals
complain
of
sleep
disturbance, but these effects go beyond
the interruption of a good night’s rest.
For example, in children, chronic
aircraft noise exposure impairs reading
comprehension and long-term memory
and may be associated with an increase
in blood pressure. Also, there is good
evidence
that
noise
impairs
performance of individuals exposed and
a decrease in motivation due to
exposure to aircraft noise.
In our research we have also found a
significant increase in cardiovascular
disease. This is not surprising because
we now know that exposure to noise
causes
physiological
activation
including an increase in heart rate and
blood
pressure,
peripheral

“Comprehensive studies show that exposure to aircraft noise at levels above 50db may worsen general
health status. This association leads to annoyance, sleep disturbance, hearing loss, psychological stress,
cardiovascular disease and impaired reading in children.”

vasoconstriction and, thus, increased
peripheral vascular resistance. In a
study conducted around Schiphol
Airport, Amsterdam, researchers
found that residents residing near the
airport had more medical treatment
for heart trouble and hypertension,
and thus took more medication
concerning such illnesses even after	
  

	
  

adjusting for age, sex, smoking,
height/weight, and socio-economic
differences.
Although the interaction between
people, noise and ill-health is a
complex one, it is important that this
issue take precedence due to the
current implications discovered in our
research of the community. Even if
individuals become tolerant of
exposure to aircraft noise, community
questionnaires suggest that high 	
  

levels of annoyance do not decline
over time, and thus the disparaging
effects from airport noise remain.
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How	
  Your	
  Money	
  Grows	
  From	
  Trees	
  
The	
  Importance	
  of	
  Trees	
  in	
  Our	
  Community	
  
By Shannon Hall

One of the main beauties of Southeastern
Queens is its trees. Beyond aesthetics,
trees are an important resource from both
an ecological and an economic
perspective. It’s a resource that we tend
to take for granted, especially common
city dwellers like ourselves. By taking
the time to analyze such functions, we
can truly begin to appreciate the
importance of the presence of trees in
our environment and community.

are more valuable than non-landscaped
homes. The savings in energy costs and
the increase in property value directly
benefit
each
home
owner.

Take the pledge to go
green, request a FREE
street tree from the
NYC
Parks
Department.

Trees alter the environment in which we
live by moderating climate, improving air
quality, conserving water, and attracting
wildlife. Climate control is obtained by
pacing the effects of sun, wind, and rain.
Radiant energy from the sun is absorbed
or deflected by leaves of trees in the
summer, making us cooler.
The larger a tree, the greater the benefits
we get from cooling. By using trees in
cities, we are able to moderate the heatisland effect caused by pavement and
buildings in commercial areas.
Air quality can be improved through the
use of trees, shrubs, and turf. Leaves
filter the air we breathe by removing dust
and other particulates. Rain then washes
the pollutants to the ground. Leaves
absorb carbon dioxide from the air to
form the plant’s structure and function. In
this process, leaves also absorb other air
pollutants—such as ozone, carbon
monoxide, and sulfur dioxide—and give
off oxygen.
The economic benefits of trees can be
both direct and indirect.
Direct economic benefits usually affect
energy costs. Air-conditioning costs are
lower in a home that is next to an area
with tree-provided shaded. Trees increase
in value from the time they are planted
until they mature. Trees are a wise
investment because landscaped homes

	
  

These benefits are available to the
community or region. Lowered electricity
bills are paid by customers when power
companies use less water in their cooling
towers and build fewer new facilities to
meet demands, use reduced amounts of
fossil fuel in their furnaces, and use fewer
techniques to control air pollution.
An investment is required for your trees to
provide the benefits that you desire. The
biggest cost of trees and shrubs occurs
when they are purchased and planted.
Initial care almost always includes some
watering. Leaf, branch, and whole tree
removal and disposal can be expensive.

If you are a property owner, you
can have a tree planted on your
street for free! Submit a Service
Request through the parks
department website or by calling
311. After making your request,
you will receive an identification
number to track its status.
For more information please
visit:
http://www.nycgovparks.org/tree
s/street-tree-planting/request
	
  

Trees are an invaluable asset to Southeast
Queens and it is absolutely imperative that
we protect them. Visit your local parks
and challenge yourself to become more
“tree conscious” and learn the different
species and benefits each provide for our
community. Make the wise decision of not
cutting down trees on your property and
inform your neighbors. of the economic
and ecological benefit, so that they can
also be conscious.
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Exchanging Gravel for Grass/Stacked Cars for Trees	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

If you walk a little further east, along
Rockaway, you will see that a large
swath of land has been cleared of trees,
grass and shrubs and replaced with
gravel so that the area can be used as
the parking lot for school buses. Again,
hundreds of green trees were replaced
by hundreds of yellow school buses.
Buses that spew their diesel fumes in
the air as they come and go, further
polluting the air we breathe. This is a
project that the community also fought
against. Community representatives
went all the way down to the City
Council to protest, but to no avail.
Again, they found “no significant

action”. The powers-that-be wanted the
project to happen!
The grandfather of the onslaught on
Rockaway Boulevard is the 25 acre Air
Cargo Park across from JFK airport.

Continued	
  from	
  Cover	
  

By: Barbara E. Brown, Chairperson

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

This park was built on 25 acres of land
alienated from Idlewild Park Preserve
directly across from Runway 4L/22R,
the runway the extension of which the
PANYNJ and FAA claim will have no
significant impact on anyone or
anything--not the people who live just

beyond the park nor the wildlife or flora
in the park! And to add insult to injury,
the PANYNJ threatens to cut down
approximately 400 trees which they
claim have nothing to do with the
runway project, but certainly have to do
with the PANYNJ’s, NYC’s and NYS’s
plan to expand the airport, increasing
the air cargo operating out of JFK and
flying larger and larger jets which take
longer and longer to get off the ground
and fly lower and lower on landing.
The community protested against the
JFK Air Cargo Center. It questioned the

JFK Airport Roundtable Update

proximity of the project to the runway.
The PANYNJ claimed this was not a
problem
because
the
buildings
“straddle” the runway. Aircraft fly
directly over these buildings, but the
PANYNJ see the trees on either side as
a problem, not the buildings. Curious!
Alas, the air cargo center was a done
deal!
So many things that threaten our
communities’ health and quality of life
seem to be “done deals”. So many of
the projects that negatively impact us
are determined to have “no significant
impact.” Again, where is the
Environmental Justice?	
  
In an area in such close proximity to
JFK airport, where every piece of
greenery is important to help clean the
air pollution emanating from the airport
and the air-cargo businesses, the green
spaces are seen by the government as
superfluous.
It
appears
that
environmental justice, at least for
Southeast Queens, is a myth. It appears
that sustainability is not a real goal
when it comes to Southeast Queens!
The “Call for Collaborative Action”
between the community along with
the dedicated commitment of its
elected officials to assiduously work
to effectuate change as outlined in the
Eastern Queens Alliance White Paper:
A Comprehensive Plan—Maximizing
Quality of Life in Southeast Queens
published in 2006, is more important
than ever! The very survival of our
communities is at stake!

Continued	
  from	
  page	
  2

	
  

The Bylaws governing the roundtables still have to be developed. Copies of Bylaws from some of the more effective airport
roundtables around the country were distributed. Attendees were invited to come to the next meeting prepared to discuss these and
make recommendations. The definition of membership will be a key element of these bylaws. Our position is that those most
impacted need to have representation on the roundtable. The next meeting will be on Wednesday, June 19th at 6:00 PM at Vaughn
College of Aeronautics and Technology.
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How	
  Airports	
  Impact	
  Your	
  Health	
  	
   By: Kelechi Isiugo

How does residing close to an airport
affect your health adversely?
A simple answer is that airports cause
pollution which directly affect the
health of community members living
close by. Chemicals from aviation fuel
and excessive noise from aircrafts are
sources of this pollution and exposure
is further modified by wind current.
The United States Citizens Aviation
Watch Association found out that
pollution from airports can affect
people living and working at distances
even greater than 30 miles from the
airport. A study conducted by Environ.
International Corp. around Chicago's
O'Hare International Airport revealed
that the environmental cancer risk of
residents living near the airport was
five times higher than the regional
average. These statistics and results
paint a lurid picture of residing close to
an airport.
Combustion products of aviation fuel
form particulate matter (PM) which are
very small (microscopic) particles that
potentially cause health problems upon
exposure. A vivid picture of PM (10

micrometers and below) is created
when it is contrasted with the diameter
of a strand of human hair (50 – 70
micrometers). Because of the small size
of PM, it is inhaled and can penetrate
the deepest part of the lungs; PM2.5 (2.5
micrometers and below) penetrate into
the gas region of the lungs.
The United States Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) listed 14
hazardous air pollutants (HAPs) that are
believed to be present in the exhaust of
aircrafts and ground support equipment.
Of these, 10 HAPs comprise the
majority of HAPs that are reported to
occur in aircraft or ground support
equipment. They are formaldehyde,
acetaldehyde,
benzene,
toluene,
acrolein, 1,3-butadiene, xylene, lead,
naphthalene, propionaldehyde.
The public health significance of this is
appalling, because people living close
to airports are potentially exposed to
these chemicals, many of which are
hazardous
and
carcinogenic
or
reasonably anticipated carcinogens.
Recurrent noise exposure from low
flying planes also pose serious health
threats to residents close to airports.

Scientific peer reviewed literature
document associations between living
in
proximity
to
airports
and
cardiovascular disease, bronchitis,
asthma and other diseases. In 2006, the
New York City Department of Health
and Mental Hygiene published a
community health profile of Southeast
Queens which stated that heart disease
hospitalization rate in the community
has increased by 20% in the past
decade.
This resonates with findings in peer
reviewed literature that document the
association between cardiovascular
disease and residing in neighborhoods
situated near an airport. Because of the
time lag between exposures to
pollutants associated with airports, and
the manifestation of identified adverse
conditions such as heart disease, the
notion that living close to an airport
may be unfavorable should not be
regarded as a trivial phenomenon.
Palliatives which would mitigate the
potential adverse effects of JFK airport
on residents in Southeast Queens are
currently being researched by the
Eastern Queens Alliance Inc.

The Top 5 Causes of Years of Potential Life Lost in Southeast Queens
23%-‐-‐Cancer	
  causes	
  the	
  most	
  years	
  of	
  potential	
  life	
  lost	
  in	
  Southeast	
  Queens.	
  	
  
17%-‐-‐	
  Heart	
  Disease	
  
11%-‐-‐Certain	
  Perinatal	
  Conditions	
  	
  
	
  
7%	
  -‐-‐Homicide	
  
	
  
5%-‐-‐Accidents	
  
	
  
	
  
All	
   other	
   potential	
   lives	
   lost	
   were	
   due	
   to	
   other	
   factors	
   (i.e.	
   HIV-‐related,	
   drug-‐related,	
   congenital	
   conditions,	
  
suicide,	
  diseaseas	
  of	
  the	
  nervous	
  system.	
  	
  
	
  
Data	
  Source:	
  Bureau	
  of	
  Vital	
  Statistics,	
  NYC	
  DOHMH,	
  2002-‐04	
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The	
  Environmental	
  and	
  Economic	
  	
  
Benefits	
  of	
  the	
  Eastern	
  Cotton	
  Wood	
  Tree	
  
By Tamara J. Mitchell

atmospheric carbon reduction and 12.4
billion gallons of storm water interception!
The environmental values of our trees far
outweigh the economic value, therefore it
is imperative that preservation of Idlewild
Park take precedence.

Many of the trees proposed in the so called
Idlewild Park Tree Mitigation Plan (A
project of the Port Authroity of New York
and New Jersey to cut down trees that are
“Aviation
Hazards”)
are
Eastern
Cottonwood Trees. In fact, they are one of
the most common trees found at Idlewild
Park
Preserve.
These
magnificent
creations are aesthetically pleasing,
environmentally valuable and provide
ample shading on a hot summer day.
Although we believe that trees are an
invaluable asset to our lives, a question
was brought to our attention: What are
the values of our trees?

Fun	
  Facts	
  about	
  the	
  
Eastern	
  Cottonwood	
  Tree	
  

To answer this question we consulted with
the experts of treebenefits.com. Our
research showed that one 45 inch
(diameter) Eastern Cottonwood tree can
save us approximately
$218 dollars per
	
  
year. The biggest saving comes from
natural gas valued at $102.49, a savings
from stormwater mitigation costs of
$49.70, a savings of $32.41 in electricity,
$31.87 is air quality mitigation and $1.98
in carbon dioxide sequestration. In one
year alone, this tree will intercept 6,213
gallons of stormwater runoff and will
conserve 231 Kilowatt/hours of electricity
for cooling and reduce consumption of oil
or natural gas by 73 therm(s).
To top it all off, this same tree will be
responsible for the reduction of 593
pounds of atmospheric carbon this year!
How significant is this number? Most car
owners of an “average” car (mid-sized
sedan) drive 12,000 miles generating
about 11,000 pounds of CO2 every year.
A flight from New York to Los Angeles
adds 1,400 pounds of CO2 per passenger.
It is important to note that these figures are
for one tree. There are thousands of trees
at Idlewild Park Preserve, many of them
having the same average environmental
and economic benefits as one Eastern
Cottonwood Tree. If we were to do a low
ball estimate of the amount of trees at
Idlewild, for example 2000 trees, that
would mean an estimated saving of
$436,000 per year to our community,
approximately 1.2 million pounds of

	
  

	
  
The bark of a mature
cottonwood tree is so thick that
it can withstand fires with just
minimum damage. Yet, they are
also known for having “weak”
wood and will drop branches
occasionally, particularly during
windy spells.

	
  

	
  

The leaves are very coarsely
toothed, the teeth are curved and
gland tipped, and the petiole is
flat. The leaves are dark green in
the summer and turn yellow in
the fall.

The flowers of the cottonwood
are called catkins and are
produced on single-sex trees in
early spring. In early summer
seed capsules split open to
release the numerous small
seeds attached to cotton-like
strands.
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BUY	
   these	
   	
  fruits	
   and	
   vegetables	
  
because	
   they	
   tend	
   to	
   use	
   the	
  
least	
  amount	
  of	
  Pesticides.	
  	
  

AVOID	
   these	
   fruits	
   and	
  
vegetables	
   because	
   they	
   packed	
  
with	
  pesticides!	
  	
  

UPCOMING
EVENTS
Ì FREE Reptile Show at
Idlewild Park Preserve!
Saturday,	
  June	
  14,	
  2014	
  
1pm	
  to	
  2:30pm,	
  Picnic	
  Area	
  
223rd	
  Street	
  and	
  149th	
  Ave,	
  
Springfield	
  Gardens,	
  NY	
  
Wonderful	
  Show	
  for	
  Children	
  
of	
  All	
  Ages	
  and	
  Adults!	
  
Ì Public Meeting: An evening
on Sustainable Southeast
Queens,
Thursday,	
  June	
  19,	
  2014	
  
7:30pm-‐9:30pm	
  	
  
Meeting	
  Details:	
  
Air	
  Quality,	
  Airports	
  and	
  Our	
  
Health!	
  
Candidates	
  Forum:	
  Gregory	
  W.	
  
Meeks	
  and	
  Joseph	
  Marthone.	
  	
  

Eastern Queens Alliance, Inc.
PO Box 300818
Jamaica, NY 11430
Tel/Fax: 347 824-2301
www.easternqueensalliance.org
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